THE  RELIEF OF THE ALCAZAR AT TOLEDO
hidden in ditches until the car was level with them, when
they assailed it with their bombs. As soon as these had
exploded three men rushed up to it behind. The Red
officer m charge opened the trap-door for a second to
see what had happened, and three bombs were thrown
into the ungainly steel-clad vehicle. There was a terrible
rush to leave the car before the bombs exploded, and all
those who got out were shot down at once. The man
half in and half out of the armoured car, as well as one
man whose body was invisible inside, were killed by the
bombs exploding
At Santa Ollala I found the village very badly damaged.
Immediately after it had been captured by the Nation-
alists, Red 3p^arLes ^a(l come and bombed it. Antoine,
searching round, found an alley-way In which the houses
on either side had collapsed over two cars which had
evidently been taken there by their chauffeurs who
believed they would be safer in the narrow, confined space.
Antoine wras busy digging away to reach the cars, in his
perpetual search for spare parts, when I pointed out to
him two things Firstly, that the dead bodies of the
drivers were still in the front seats crushed under a ton
and a half of stone and bricks and, secondly, that the
position was just the one which he himself invariably
chose when the alarm of an air raid was given. These
remarks cooled his ardour, and when I had made my
necessary inquiries I found him back in his seat waiting
to drive on, and had not, as usual, to sound the hooter
repeatedly for him. The cars and the dead bodies
remained for over five weeks. The same could be said of
all the bodies lying along the road and the other bodies
which were to strew the road first to Toledo and then to
Madrid.
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